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Blake’s legal practice focuses on complex commercial litigation in
state court, federal court, administrative forums, and arbitration
proceedings. He also concentrates on litigating franchise disputes
before state administrative agencies. He has secured positive
results for clients across a broad range of industries, including
automotive manufacturers, energy clients, and financial
institutions.

Blake has represented corporate clients at all stages of litigation,
including at trial where he has conducted direct and cross
examinations of witnesses, argued motions in limine, and assisted
in all aspects of trial preparation. His practical experience also
includes researching and drafting various pleadings, dispositive
motions, briefs, legal research memoranda, and explaining legal
issues to clients. He also has been involved in all aspects of
discovery, including conducting expert and 30(b)(6) depositions,
arguing discovery motions to the court, and managing complex
discovery processes.

Blake’s legal career has spanned numerous facets of the dispute
resolution process, from clerking for a federal district court judge,
to working in—house as a secondee to Barclays investment bank,
to his nearly decade—long experience in private practice litigating
complex commercial disputes. This broad exposure has allowed
him to develop a thorough understanding of the varied contexts in
which corporate disputes arise and how they can be efficiently
resolved. Blake has established himself as a trusted advisor to his
clients as they seek to minimize risk and achieve business goals.

Experience

The following is a selected sampling of matters and is provided for
informational purposes only. Past success does not indicate the
likelihood of success in any future matter.

Automotive

¢ Obtained ruling in favor of automobile manufacturer and
overruling dealer’s protest following a 4—week Zoom trial
before the California New Motor Vehicle Board, in which the

Education

University of Michigan Law School, JD,
magna cum laude (2010)

® Order of the Coif

Emory University, BA, Psychology
(2006)

Admissions

New York
Colorado

U.S. District Court for the District of
Colorado

U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of New York

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit

Clerkships

Law Clerk , The Honorable Raymond P.
Moore , U.S. District Court for the District of
Colorado

Practice Areas


https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/franchise_and_distribution_-_litigation
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/construction-and-construction-transactions
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/construction-and-construction-transactions
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/commercial_litigation_and_business_torts
mailto:blake.gansborg@nelsonmullins.com
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dealer alleged statutory violations relating to a sales incentive
audit, non—payment of sales incentives claims, and
promotional allowance funds.

Represented automobile manufacturers in the voluntary
termination of new motor vehicle dealers and other issues

created by the COVID—-19 emergency. Industries

Successfully terminated the franchise agreement between an
automobile manufacturer and a California new motor vehicle
dealer; after multiple rounds of briefing and oral arguments
before the administrative law judge and California New Motor
Vehicle Board, obtained summary dismissal of the dealer’s
termination protest based on the dealer's permanent closure
and loss of floor plan financing.

Represented an automobile manufacturer in an add—point
dispute raised by a neighboring new motor vehicle dealer in
California.

Represented an automobile manufacturer in a three—week trial
involving a dealer’s claim of wrongful termination under the
California statute. Further represented the automobile
manufacturer in a writ proceeding seeking to reverse the
California Board'’s decision through appellate briefing and
argument before the California Superior Court.

Represented an automobile manufacturer in a warranty
reimbursement rate dispute with a new motor vehicle dealer in
Arizona.

Represented automobile manufacturers in bankruptcy and
receivership proceedings involving new motor vehicle dealers
and other business partners, protecting the manufacturers’
business interests and franchise rights.

Energy

Represented an international wind turbine manufacturer in a
two—week arbitration of a commercial dispute with a supplier.

Defended an energy company in an action brought by a
contractor seeking a multimillion—dollar recovery arising from a
major pipeline construction project.

Defended an energy company in a class action alleging
underpayment of royalties on oil and gas leases.

Represented an energy company in an action to recover
approximately $20 million from a joint venture partner
regarding its operation of a gathering system in the Marcellus
shale of Pennsylvania.

Other Significant Experience

Represented an insurance wholesale broker in a complex
employment dispute spanning multiple jurisdictions across the
country over the departure of dozens of employees, including
the company’s most senior executive, to a competitor.

Represented an insurer in a federal bench trial, winning
reversal of a $3 million property appraisal award against the


https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/automobiles-and-other-motor-vehicles
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/construction-and-construction-transactions
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/construction-and-construction-transactions
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/consumer_financial_services
https://www.nelsonmullins.com/capabilities/oil_and_gas
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insurer.

e Represented a private equity firm and other affiliated entities in
an action filed in Missouri state court alleging claims of breach
of contract, tortious interference and veil piercing with regards
to the purchase and sale of a mining operation.

¢ Represented a global financial institution in connection with a
FERC investigation and lawsuit related to alleged manipulation
of commodity prices.

Previous Professional Experience

e Litigation Associate at Wheeler, Trigg, O’'Donnell LLP
e Law Clerk, U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado

e Litigation and Regulatory Investigations Secondee at Barclays
Investment Bank

¢ Litigation Associate & Summer Associate at Cadwalader,
Wickersham & Taft LLP

¢ Appeals Department Intern, Georgia Capital Defenders

Recognitions

The bar rules of some states require that the standards for an
attorney’s inclusion in certain public accolades or recognitions be
provided. When such accolades or recognitions are listed, a
hyperlink is provided that leads to a description of the respective
selection methodology.

o Rising Star - Franchise/Dealership (2018—2022)
o Super Lawyers - Franchise/Dealership (2025)
o , Top 25 Colorado Attorney (2022)

Professional Activities

¢ President, Asian Pacific American Bar Association, Colorado

e Selected for participation in the Colorado General Counsel
Mentorship Program (2023)

¢ National Asian Pacific American Bar Association’s Leadership
Advancement Program (2021)

¢ Representative to the ABA House of Delegates, Colorado Bar
Association (2018-2020)

Community

¢ Mentor, Law School Yes We Can Organization

Articles & Speeches


https://attorneyintel.com/the-top-25-attorneys-of-colorado-for-2022/
http://www.superlawyers.com/about/selection_process.html
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Events/Speaking Engagements

AANAPI Webinar: Bootstrapping and Busting the Bamboo Ceiling- Co-Panelist (May 26, 2023)
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https://www.nelsonmullins.com/idea_exchange/events/aanapi-webinar-bootstrapping-and-busting-the-bamboo-ceiling
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